THE PUBLISHER

A letter from the publisher …

Dear Media Professional,

In 1981, I left my job as a Merrill Lynch stockbroker to pursue a career in gambling. It was a good move. I discovered that short-term, short-bankroll, speculative strategies can be applied more efficiently and profitably in the gambling markets than the financial markets.

In fact, it was my success as a gambling tournament professional that financed the start-up of Huntington Press in 1986. Prior to the wins, however, I lived through several lean years, and survived as a gambler by developing a philosophy we call “Couponomy”—taking advantage of the many opportunities created by intense casino competition, such as coupons, giveaways, gambling promotions, loss leaders, and the like. I realized during this time that others could benefit from my experience as a “couponomist.”

Huntington Press began with the publication of the Las Vegas Advisor, a monthly consumer newsletter for value-conscious Las Vegas locals and visitors. Since then, we’ve grown in leaps and bounds, with over 15,000 subscribers. Currently there are 110 million gamblers in the United States. My vision was, and continues to be, to provide useful, practical, reliable, information for those that choose Las Vegas as their gaming destination.

The Huntington Press line now includes an impressive list of gaming titles (see the “Bestsellers List” section of this packet for complete information about each title). As our publishing program has expanded, so has Huntington Press’ ability to provide a much-needed, much demanded service to the media. Our authors, contributors, and associates are on the cutting edge of the ever-expanding gambling industry, and I’m confident that virtually any gaming or Las Vegas related question can be answered by our organization. You can rely on Huntington Press and the Las Vegas Advisor to be your most reliable resources for your stories and features about gambling.

Sincerely,

Anthony Curtis

Publisher, Huntington Press

ANTHONY CURTIS’ LAS VEGAS ADVISOR

Read it and Reap!

Anthony Curtis’ Las Vegas Advisor

is a reliable and objective source for accurate consumer-oriented reporting about Las Vegas and gambling, including the latest Top Ten Values, dining, entertainment, advance planning information, gambling news, and other news of interest to Las Vegas visitors.

Circulation: 12,000+

Format: 12 pages, no advertising

Frequency: 12 times a year

Premiums: “Pocketbook of Values” worth an estimated $1,000 for yearly members

Honors: Named “Editor’s Choice” for U.S. destination newsletters by Consumer Reports

First issue: March, 1983

Purpose:

•To provide the most current coverage on Las Vegas and gambling to the media and frequent Las Vegas visitors.

•To offer the media reliable resources for your reference and research libraries for articles, fillers, fact-checking, and story ideas.

•To present experts on demand, including world-class gamblers, authors, Las Vegas and gaming experts and freelancers (editorial and writers) for interviews, quotes, and stories (see “Our Experts”).

•To give media, free of charge, our self-syndication of the monthly “Top Ten Values” in Las Vegas for sidebars, travel fillers, or feature stories.

•To be the most handy, useful, insightful, and accurate source for the media and for Las Vegas enthusiasts.

Publisher’s Goal:

Anthony Curtis’ vision was, and continues to be, to provide reliable information and resources to the media and to Las Vegas gamblers and enthusiasts.

Meticulously researched, each issue of Anthony Curtis’ Las Vegas Advisor includes columns on Couponomy—a philosophy based on the use of coupons, giveaways, gambling promotions, and casino vulnerabilities; Reviews—dining, gambling, accommodations, entertainment; and Unbiased Reporting—no advertising, no casino complimentaries—all from a publication based in Las Vegas.

Huntington Press’ publishing program began with the Advisor, and now includes a line of books relating to Las Vegas and gambling (see “Our Bestsellers”).

Let Anthony Curtis’

LAS VEGAS ADVISOR

be your Las Vegas connection.

A QUICK LOOK

The Art

of Gambling

by Arthur Flowers & Anthony Curtis

Throughout history, some of the world’s greatest artists have portrayed gambling scenes in paintings and sculpture— games such as black-jack, craps, baccarat, poker, faro, horseracing, lottery, even money-pool. The Art of Gambling Through the Ages traces the evolution of gambling from the casting of lots at Christ’s feet to the emergence of Internet casinos.

Accompanying each piece is an insightful explanation of the action, written by gambling expert Anthony Curtis. This amazing coffee-table-format book depicts 139 classic full-color pieces from more than 100 artists—the most stunning and provocative chronicling of gambling ever assembled.

231 pages, $65.00
About The Authors

Arthur Flowers

A former research audiologist specializing in the study of the brain’s capacity for speech, learning, and language development, Arthur Flowers turned his formidable talents as a researcher toward identifying and locating this vast body of artwork. Flowers is the author of Auditory Perception, Speech, Language and Learning. He was Associate Professor of Audiology at the State University of New York at Albany, and Clinical Consultant for the Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan.

A resident of Las Vegas, Flowers is a long-time student of gambling and art, and is an avid art collector.

Anthony Curtis

Anthony Curtis is one of the world’s most recognized gambling authorities. He has appeared as an expert on “Dateline,” “48 Hours,” A&E, E! Entertainment, Discovery, and The Learning Channel, and has been the subject of articles in the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and Los Angeles Times Magazine. Curtis is the author of Bargain City—Booking, Betting, and Beating the New Las Vegas, and is the publisher of the consumer newsletter, the Las Vegas Advisor.
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NEWS RELEASE

Art of Gambling—Through the Ages

LAS VEGAS, NV –- The Art of Gambling—Through the Ages, by Arthur Flowers and Anthony

Curtis, has served as the subject for hundreds of compelling and robust portrayals by celebrated artists. The Art of Gambling—Through the Ages showcases this great body of work, for the benefit of art lovers and gambling enthusiasts alike.

Three years in the making, research specialist Arthur Flowers approached publisher and gambling expert Anthony Curtis with the idea of creating a full-color coffee-table art book that focused on gambling. The two agreed to collaborate to bring their respective expertise to this enormous project.

Gambling-related paintings, drawings, and sculpture were identified and catalogued, biographies of the artists compiled, and the history of gambling and card games scrutinized. Hundreds of calls to museums, galleries, and private collectors were made to obtain rights and permissions; thousands of hours were spent sifting through documents in libraries and on the Internet.

The pièce de résistance is an insightful Foreword written by acclaimed artist LeRoy Neiman, whose gambling art graces the walls of casinos, museums, and galleries around the world.

The Art of Gambling—Through the Ages, $65, is available at bookstores throughout the country. Or order it from Huntington Press, 3687 S. Procyon Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89103, (800)

244-2224.

###

BESTSELLERS LIST

ART

Art of Gambling by Arthur Flowers and Anthony Curtis

Throughout history, gambling has served as the subject for hundreds of compelling and robust portrayals by celebrated artists, such as Cézanne, Picasso, Van Gogh, Degas, de la Tour, Remington, Caravaggio, Goya, Dali, Rockwell, and Neiman. The Art of Gambling Through the Ages showcases this great body of work, for the benefit of art lovers and gambling enthusiasts alike.

This book was three years in the making. Way back in 1996, research specialist Arthur Flowers approached publisher and gambling expert Anthony Curtis with the idea of creating a full-color coffee-table art book that focused on gambling. The two agreed to collaborate to bring their respective expertise to this enormous project.

For the next three years, gambling-related paintings, drawings, and sculpture were identified and catalogued, biographies of the artists compiled, and the history of gambling and card games scrutinized. Hundreds of calls to museums, galleries, and private collectors were made to obtain rights and permissions; thousands of hours were spent sifting through documents in libraries and on the Internet.

From a black-figure painting dating back to 500 B.C. through the great masters and up to contemporary artists whose work is available today, 139 classic pieces from more than 100 painters and sculptors appear in this epic and timeless volume.

The images are displayed in predominantly full-page presentations. Accompanying each is a facing page of text, which supplies a thumbnail sketch of the artist, then zeros in on the gambling itself. The intent is to whet the appetite sufficiently to send the reader back for a closer look, further enhancing the appreciation of these classic works.

The pièce de résistance is an insightful Foreword written by acclaimed artist LeRoy Neiman, whose gambling art graces the walls of casinos, museums, and galleries around the world.

ISBN: 0-929712-90-0, Hardcover, 231 pages, $65.00

BIOGRAPHY

No Limit—The Rise & Fall of Bob Stupak and Las Vegas Stratosphere Tower by John L. Smith

No Limit is a penetrating behind-the-scenes look at the last of the Las Vegas hucksters and his legacy which now dominates the skyline of the most famous city in the world.

Author John L. Smith recounts the fascinating tale of the building of the Stratosphere, focusing on the man behind the tower—legendary casino operator, Bob Stupak. One of the most enigmatic characters in Las Vegas history, Stupak fueled his casino machine by manipulating the national media with headline-grabbing stunts, such as betting $1 million on the 1989 Super Bowl (he won), and challenging Donald Trump to a high-stakes head-to-head match in the board game that bears Trump’s name.

ISBN: 0-929712-18-8, Hardcover, 299 pages, $21.95

EROTICA/SOCIOLOGY

Madam—Chronicles of a Nevada Cathouse by Lora Shaner

Sex is for sale 24 hours a day in Nevada’s legal brothels. Former madam Lora Shaner takes you into the parlor–and bedrooms–of Sheri’s Ranch in this compelling foray into the fascinating sex-for-money culture.

Madam strips bare the myths about the world’s oldest profession, revealing the hearts and souls of the women who sell sex—and the men who buy it.

This 300-page hardcover provides piercing character studies of the working girls and the men who purchase their services, as well as poignant sketches of day-to-day life in a legal brothel.

ISBN: 0-929712-57-9, Hardcover, 305 pages, $24.95

FICTION

Keeps by Pete Fowler

Eleven-year-old Rich Stillman is hustling at Frog’s Pool Hall when he’s discovered by gambler and “steering man” Castle Frazer. Castle knows he’s found the perfect turn-out. Under Castle’s tutelage, Rich graduates from small-time take-off artist to a high-stakes poker and gin player with an uncanny talent for getting the money. But as the stakes get higher and the scores get bigger, so does the risk, and the ultimate price must be paid in the end.

Keeps is the story of the turning-out of a genius card player—a sizzling page-turner set in the real world of big-bucks gambling and high-stakes hustling.

ISBN: 0-929712-06-4, Softcover, 224 pages, $8.95

Rhombus by Bob Gore

Deep in the Nevada desert, on a military base that doesn’t exist, the U.S. government has developed the most sinister warplane ever to rule the skies. Its name is Rhombus and it’s the pinnacle of man’s genius applied to the art of mass destruction.

Rhombus is death come alive.

Lt. Michael Christum is America’s finest aviator, a supreme and lethal warrior. A man of honor, his love for his wife and children are as profound as his sense of duty. Christum will pilot Rhombus. Time after time he’s answered his country’s call, unflinching, unfailing. But this mission is different. If it fails, it will mean the eradication of mankind.

ISBN: 0-929712-88-9, Hardcover, 316 pages, $23.95

Spider Snatch by Bill Branon

A Harvard graduate, and a retired Navy captain, Bill Branon spent 23 years in the military, some of that

time in Naval Intelligence. As with Let Us Prey and Devils Hole, Branon’s two previous best-selling novels,

Spider Snatch is richly textured from personal experience. Branon’s four years of military duty in the Canal

Zone, combined with an in-depth knowledge of Panama’s indigenous people and the dubious asset of having

wrecked his own thirty-six-foot sailboat on the San Blas barrier reef, give Spider Snatch its vibrancy and realism.

ISBN: 0-929712-44-7, Hardcover, 291 pages, $24.95

Timesong by Bill Branon

An inspirational story about the special friendship between a three-legged coyote and an autistic boy,

which addresses the unanswerable question of what happens after death. Timesong, a short 72-page novel, is a

departure for Branon, who is well-known for his fast-paced action-adventure writing. Two of his novels, Let Us

Prey (a New York Times Notable Book of the Year) and Devils Hole, were both critically acclaimed and Book of

the Month Club selections.

ISBN: 0-929712-54-4, Hardcover, 72 pages, $14.95

GAMBLING

Burning the Tables in Las Vegas—Keys to Success in Blackjack and In Life by Ian Andersen

While in college, Ian Andersen pursued a promising professional career in the traditional fashion. But then he realized what he really wanted to do: capitalized on his strong talent for game playing. Andersen became a successful high-stakes blackjack pro, and in 1975 he described his conquests in the classic Turning the Tables in Las Vegas (Vanguard Press). Unlike the early mathematical-based blackjack, Turning concentrated on the psychological aspects of winning, and eventually sold more than 250,000 copies.

Soon thereafter, Andersen returned to the casino trenches, where he spent the next 20-plus years, anonymously perfecting his personal program for success in blackjack and poker, as well as life’s greater games. In his long-awaited sequel, Burning the Tables in Las Vegas, Andersen describes, in-depth, his carefully cultivated techniques for winning at blackjack, health, and happiness.

ISBN: 0-929712-83-8, Hardcover, 305 pages, $27.95

Casino Secrets by Barney Vinson

In Huntington Press’ newest book, Casino Secrets by Barney Vinson, the author shows you how to play every popular game in the casino, making the best bets and avoiding the worst. This is a bit of departure from Huntington Press’ usual rigorous style—though Casino Secrets is mathematically correct, Vinson’s treatment of the games is much more breezy and easy than we’ve presented in the past, perfect for beginners, as well as players who want a whimsical take on their favorite casino pastimes.

What we really love about this book are Barney’s thumbnail descriptions of all the joints in town. For decades he’s worked in them, partied at them, and studied them with a keen eye, and he infuses each review with his unique and antic wit.

ISBN: 0-929712-02-1, Softcover, 273 pages, $14.95 (OUT OF PRINT)

Comp City—A Guide to Free Las Vegas Vacations 2nd Edition by Max Rubin

Every year, U.S. casinos give away a billion dollars worth of amenities to customers in return for their gambling action. The giveaways, known as “comps” (short for complementaries), range from parking and drinks to gourmet meals and airfare—all free.

This impressive rebate, unique to the casino business, is what Comp City is all about. Originally published in 1994, this exposé of the guarded world of the casino comp system, penned by a former casino executive, has shown tens of thousands of gamblers how to set up their own free casino vacations.

This second edition is completely updates and revised, and includes comp policies for casinos throughout the United States.

ISBN: 0-929712-36-6, Softcover, 350 pages, $19.95

Extra Stuff—Gambling Ramblings by Peter Griffin

Extra Stuff is a compilation of Peter Griffin’s most famous magazine articles and conference papers. The mathematics of casino games, from the perspective of both the player and the casino, is the focus of this outstanding gambling reference. It addresses many of gambling’s abstract concepts—proportional wagering, considerations for games with variable payoffs, the effects of rebates on losses—as well as more mainstream subjects, such as the casino’s treatment of hold percentages and analyses of gambling systems.

Extra Stuff—Gambling Ramblings is packed with mathematics, but Griffin’s easy style accommodates most readers. Gamblers of all levels of experience will come away with an enhanced understanding of the games they play.

ISBN: 0-929712-00-5, Softcover, 192 pages, $11.95
The Frugal Gambler by Jean Scott

Jean Scott (aka the Queen of Ku Pon) delivers the goods in her one-of-a-kind casino busting manifesto, The Frugal Gambler. Las Vegas Advisor readers are familiar with her exploits: staying 63 nights free, taking down the Piggy Bankin’ slot machines, winning a new car with the 48 Hours cameras rolling. Now our Midwest granny tells you how she beats’ em bloody exploiting slot clubs, the comp system, funbooks, drawings, casino promotions, slot and video poker machines, and anything else in the casino world that’s even remotely vulnerable. Her strategies for getting bumped off airlines and staying long-term in Las Vegas has never been disclosed before. Successful professional gamblers call the techniques they use to beat the casinos “advantage play.” Jean Scott brings advantage play to the masses.

ISBN: 0-929712-40-4, Softcover, 252 pages, $12.95

Knock-Out Blackjack by Olaf Vancura, Ph.D. & Ken Fuchs

In 1962, Edward O. Thorp wrote Beat the Dealer, the first book to set forth a solid mathematical method for beating the game of blackjack. The public reacted by buying a half-million copies, pushing Beat the Dealer onto the New York Times bestseller list. The casinos reacted by changing the rules of blackjack, the first and only time a major casino game had ever been significantly altered in response to a gambling system. Within weeks, however, the original rules were reinstated, and today, more than 35 years later, blackjack is the most profitable game of all … for the casinos.

What happened? While Thorp’s system was mathematically irreproachable, it was too hard for the average person to implement.

Now there’s the K-O system. The Knock-Out Count can be applied by anyone who can add and subtract by one.

ISBN: 0-929712-31-5, Softcover, 200 pages, $17.95

The Las Vegas Advisor Guide to Slot Clubs by Jeffrey Compton

The Las Vegas Advisor Guide to Slot Clubs by Jeffrey Compton, provides insider information on the 57 slot clubs in southern Nevada, including the practical (how to join, how to play), the profitable (how to get the best comps), and the philosophical (which club is best for you).

In a reader-friendly style, Compton explains how slot clubs work, how they differ, what games are most effective to play for the best comps, and the difference between tangible and intangible slot club benefits.

“Finessing comps from slot and video poker play is different than finessing comps from table games,” explains Compton. “Since slot club comps are run by computer, the system is more cut and dried. The trick to getting the most out of your slot club play is figuring out what you want and then knowing where to find it.”

ISBN: 0-929712-75-7, Softcover, 144 pages, $9.95 (OUT OF PRINT)

The Little Book of Poker by David Spanier

The Little Book of Poker is an out-standing selection of writings from the world's only regular poker column in a daily newspaper. These columns traverse the universe of poker, from the various venues to famous moments, from advice on playing the games to snapshots of the great names of poker.

The individual columns are combined into chapters such as Risky Business, According to Hoyle, Bluffers, Poker Heaven, Poker Hell, Tournament Play, Poker Folk, and, of course, Weird Things Happen.

The Little Book of Poker has something for everyone with an interest in the world's most popular game, whether an absolute beginner or seasoned expert.

ISBN: 0-929712-97-8, Softcover, 220 pages, $8.95

The Man With the $100,000 Breasts and Other Gambling Stories by Michael Konik

A fearless gambler who got breast implants to win a $100,000 bet. A hardcore dice shooter who turned a stake of $10,000 into $17 million. A marketing genius who created a “900” line for selecting win-ners of NFL football games—and had his 4-year-old son make the picks.

These are some of the characters that populate Michael Konik’s The Man With the $100,000 Breasts and Other Gambling Stories.

Konik, the long time gambling columnist for Cigar Aficionado takes the readers deep inside the world of risk and reward, a world of high-rollers, hustlers, professional card counters, horse handicappers, and poker champions.

Highly entertaining, The Man With the $100,000 Breasts is a stylish literary look inside the world of gambling.

ISBN: 0-929712-72-2, Softcover, 250 pages, $24.95

Telling Lies and Getting Paid More Gambling Stories by Michael Konik

The spectacular sequel to the critically acclaimed Man With the $100,000 Breasts, Telling Lies and Getting Paid is Michael Konik’s newest collection of tales from the world of risk and reward.

Meet the Chicago nun who consistently out-handicaps the bookies with her pro football picks. Observe the work’s greatest backgammon hustler at work as he travels the globe in search of fresh suckers. Follow the legendary (and widely feared) Line Mover, whose massive sports bets force bookies nationwide to alter the odds. Live the secret life of the high roller, who gets whatever he wants (yes, whatever) just by showing up in Las Vegas. Glimpse the wild scene at the casinos in Macao and visit some of the planet’s poshest gambling dens in Europe. Get tips on how to set up the perfect home poker game, how not to get ripped off by offshore sports books, and how to play “Who Want To Be a Millionaire” like a gambling expert.

The title story, an alternately comical and insightful examination of poker and love, is a brilliant account of Konik’s participation in the World Series of Poker, where the winner walks away with more than $1 million.

ISBN: 0-929712-73-0, Hardcover, 247 pages, $22.95

Theory of Blackjack—The Complete Card Counter’s Guide to the Casino Game of 21, Fifth Edition by Peter Griffin

Peter Griffin’s timeless classic is the bible for serious blackjack players. The Theory contains the most complete and accurate basic strategy tables available anywhere. Covers any number of decks and the most commonly encountered rules.

The new Fifth Edition includes a complete index: regression, effects of removal, Unit Normal Linear Loss, interpolating by reciprocals, betting correlation, playing efficiency, proportional wagering, rules variations— find it all fast. There’s also a descriptive index of 48 tables and charts.

ISBN: 0-929712-13-7, Softcover, 288 pages, $12.95.

“The Theory of Blackjack is a fundamental contribution to understanding of the game … unusually well written

and amusing … a pleasure to read.” —Ed Thorp, author of BEAT THE DEALER

Video Poker Strategy Cards by Bob Dancer

These new video poker strategy cards were developed by everybody’s favorite video poker authority—Bob Dancer—along with strategist extraordinaire Liam W. Daily, and may be the best strategy cards ever devised for any game. The most usable and useful strategy cards ever designed. Four strategy levels take you from beginner to advanced, all on one six-panel tri-fold pocket-sized card. The “Beginner” strategies alone will improve almost anyone’s play, while those who graduate to the “Advanced” strategies will be playing virtually as accurately as a computer. Carry the cards with you into the casinos and refer to them while you play. Never misplay a hand again!
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LAS VEGAS HISTORY

Cult Vegas The Weirdest! The Wildest! The Swingin’est Town on Earth by Mike Weatherford

Elvis meets Liberace, Shecky, and Vampira!

Where? In Las Vegas, of course!

Just about every subject of lingering cult fascination, from James Bond and Bela Lugosi to Lili St. Cyr and “Pussycat” Tura Satana, has a Las Vegas connection. And Cult Vegas is the first—the only!—entertainment history that puts them all together.

Forget about the modern, corporate, themed Las Vegas. Cult Vegas resurrects the golden-age of Sin City: Frank Sinatra, Lois Prima, Ann-Margret, Redd Foxx, the Treniers, Charo, Don Rickles, Buddy Hackett, and more. This book captures the cool without forgetting the kitsch.

Cult Vegas also includes detailed coverage of the Strip’s swingin’ lounge scene of the ’50s, takes a comprehensive look at its own boozy brand of comedy, and offers up the inside dope on every offbeat movie to feature Las Vegas.

The extreme, the awful, the camp, and the sublime—it’s all here in the freewheeling tribute to a half-century of entertainment that can only be collectively described as “Vegas.”

ISBN: 0-929712-71-4, Softcover, 247 pages, $19.95

The First 100 edited by A.D. Hopkins and K.J. Evans

Meet the explorers, builders, outlaws, gamblers, entrepreneurs, and 14-karat characters who transformed Las Vegas from a desert watering hole into the extraordinary city it is today.

A.D. Hopkins and K.J. Evans of the Las Vegas Review-Journal have compiled 100 in-depth profiles of the remarkable men and women who ushered Las Vegas to the forefront of popular culture. This far-reaching roundup of notable Southern Nevadans includes explorer John C. Fremont, pioneers O.D. Gass and Helen J. Stewart, mob boss Bugsy Siegel, cowboy gambler Benny Binion, millionaire eccentric Howard Hughes, Rat Pack crooner Frank Sinatra, and flamboyant showman Liberace, as well as contemporary movers and shakers E. Parry Thomas, Kirk Kerkorian, Irwin Molasky, Jerry Tarkanian, Bob Stupak, and Steve Wynn. Illustrated with hundreds of black-and-white photographs culled from the private collections of dozens of individuals, the files of state and city agencies, and the vast archives of the Las Vegas Review-Journal, this heirloom collection of condensed biographies brings the history of Las Vegas alive in a way that no other book has before.

ISBN: 0-929712-67-6, Softcover, 370 pages, $19.95

Fly on the Wall—Recollections of Las Vegas’ Good Old, Bad Old Days by Dick Odessky

Dick Odessky came to Las Vegas in the early 1950s as a teenage cub reporter for the Las Vegas Sun and quickly found himself in the company of powerful politicians, famous entertainers, and notorious gangsters. In the 1960s he ran the Flamingo’s public relations department for the mob owners, and in the 1970s he was the marketing director for the Stardust during the Glick-Rosenthal fiasco (highlighted in the recent movie Casino).

Dick was the proverbial “fly on the wall” during the glamour years of Sin City, and in this book he reminisces about the good old days. Read about when huge lots, on what’s now the Strip sold for $5 an acre; what Benny Binion meant when he called some-thing “graveyard”, what it was like working at the Flamingo with the Feds breathing down everyone’s neck, and much, much more.

ISBN: 0-929712-62-5, Softcover, 250 pages, $14.95

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Hiking Las Vegas by Branch Whitney

Thirty million visitors come to Las Vegas every year to partake in its famed indoor pleasures, yet its outdoor opportunities are no less attractive. Southern Nevada is the beneficiary of three hundred sunny days a year, giving it year-round possibilities for hikers.

Hiking Las Vegas is the only book of its kind devoted to southern Nevada’s recreational wonderland. It details 20 hikes on the slopes of Mt. Charleston, the highest mountain in southern Nevada and only a 60-minute drive from the Las Vegas Strip. These wooded, alpine walks starting at 8,000 feet in elevation, provide the perfect getaway for the blistering dog days of summer in Las Vegas.

And for the cooler autumn, winter, and spring seasons, Hiking Las Vegas describes 40 trails, paths, and routes in BLM’s showcase Red Rock Canyon Recreation Area, less than half an hour from Glitter Gulch.

Each hike has a quick-reference feature detailing hike particulars, such as level of difficulty and danger, estimated travel time, and appropriateness for children. The hikes also include maps of the trails, along with photographs of key landmarks along the routes.

ISBN: 0-929712-21-8, Softcover, 288 pages, $17.95

Hiking Southern Nevada by Branch Whitney

The author of the best-selling Hiking Las Vegas details 50 new adventures-on-foot within an hour’s drive of the bright lights of Las Vegas. Step-by-step directions, easy-to-follow maps, and quick-reference features guide you along the best trails in the area. From the multicolored sandstone of Red Rock Canyon and Valley of Fire to the crisp air and serenity of Mt. Charleston and the hot springs of Lake Mead, Hiking Southern Nevada is indispensable for anyone who wants to experience this magnificent corner of the Southwest.

ISBN: 0-929712-22-6, Softcover, 213 pages, $17.95

POLITICAL

The Anointed One–An Inside Look at Nevada’s Politics by Jon Ralston

Kenny Guinn was elected the governor of Nevada in a 1998 landslide. But the outcome was determined long before a single voter stepped into a polling booth. In The Anointed One, Nevada’s foremost political reporter, Jon Ralston, argues that the power and money of the casino industry, combined with the behind-the-scenes string-pulling of a powerful and ruthless cabal of political insiders, render important Nevada elections a mere formality.

Guinn had never before been on a ballot. But he’d cultivated the right friends, served on the right boards, and paid decades worth of political dues. Thus, when he decided to call in his markers, the powers that anoint paid off. Except for moments of unexpected drama, including the eleventh-hour entrance of dynamic Las Vegas Mayor Jan Jones, the anointment proved impregnable.

The Anointed One isn’t just the story of how an inexperienced and shaky candidate waltzed away with the highest office in the state. It’s a biting commentary on the inner workings of the Nevada political machine.

ISBN: 0-929712-01-3, Softcover, 270 pages, $17.95

REGIONAL

On the Boulevard – The Best of John L. Smith by John L. Smith

John L. Smith has written more than 2,000 columns that have appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal. On the Boulevard brings together the best of them, providing singular insight into the fast, fluid, and often funny town that Smith has chronicled for the past 15 years. In 1998, Smith was voted “Nevada’s Outstanding Journalist” by the Nevada Press Association and was awarded third place in the National Headline Awards.

ISBN: 0929712-69-2, Softcover, 315 pages, $12.95

SPORTS

Nice Shot, Mr. Nicklaus Stories About the Game of Golf by Michael Konik

Golf-writer and hacker extraordinaire Michael Konik roams the golfing universe in this outstanding collection of stories about the game and its grandeur. Konik’s intimate profiles take you inside the minds and motives of some of the biggest names in golf, including John Daly, Phil Mickelson, Raymond Floyd, Jim Colbert, Helen Alfredsson, Laura Davies, and many more.

Nice Shot, Mr. Nicklaus guides readers around the planet in search of exotic golf adventures from Scotland and Spain to the United Arab Emirates and El Salvador. Konik chronicles his own misadventures in some of the world’s quirkiest tournaments, writes eloquently about demeanor on the links, and, of course, caddies for Jack Nicklaus in the memorable title story.

ISBN: 0-929712-03-X, Hardcover, 220 pages, $23.95

TRUE CRIME/MUSIC

The Killing of Tupac Shakur by Cathy Scott

Poet, movie star, revolutionary—Tupac Amaru Shakur was the most popular rapper in the world.

No one symbolized the violence at the heat of gangsta rap more than Tupac, and he ultimately fell victim to that violence, gunned down in a drive-by shooting in Las Vegas at age 25.

Who did it and why? This raw no-holds-barred account discloses new information, including exclusive photo evidence, about the unsolved murder of Tupac: the failed investigation, the rap wars, the killing of Biggie Smalls, the Bloods-Crips connection, and the many possible motives leading to the murder that rocked the music world.

Featured in The Hollywood Reporter, Publishers Weekly, George, and on MTV and BET.

ISBN: 0-929712-17-X, Softcover, 182 pages, $5.99

Quicksilver—The Ted Binion Murder Case photographs by Jeff Scheid, text by John L. Smith

Deception, greed, and murder.

Las Vegas has always been a good place for murder. The intoxicating mixture of gambling, sex, and booze can make for a lethal cocktail for anyone who overindulges in the city’s celebrated traditions. Add drugs to the potion, and the outcome is all but assured.

The September 17, 1998, death of high-living casino man Ted Binion (ne’er-do-well son of infamous casino owner Benny Binion) swept across Las Vegas like a late-summer thunderstorm delivering a 100-year flood. The facts of the case were played out like so much sensational thunder and lightning in the national media.

In words and pictures (250 photographs), this is the true tale of a fast fortune that, like the quicksilver of the title, was impossible to hold and, ultimately, poisonous to touch.

ISBN: 0-929712-28-5, Softcover, 208 pages, $13.95

EXPERTS

Probably no area of human endeavor embraces so much superstition and entails so many misconceptions as gambling. And this is a problem. However, sound information based on mathematical truth is available about gambling, from experts such as these:

Anthony Curtis is the author of Bargain City—Booking, Betting, and Beating the New Las Vegas. Curtis has served as a consultant and gambling authority for Disney Studios; ABC’s “20/20”, and NBC’s “Crime Story.” Articles about or by Curtis have appeared in USA Today, Publisher’s Weekly, Casino Player, Chi-cago Sun-Times, LA Times, Newsday, Wall Street Journal, Discover Magazine, the London Times, and other high-profile publications. Curtis has also been featured on “48 HOURS” and “DATELINE NBC.” As a professional gambler, Curtis’ top tournament wins include $76,000 World Matchplay Blackjack Championship, $125,000 Atlantic City Craps Championship, $50,000 Las Vegas Keno Championship, and $60,000 Las Vegas Blackjack Championship. He is the publisher of Huntington Press and lives in Las Vegas. 
Jeffrey Compton, author of The Las Vegas Advisor Guide to Slot Clubs, is a member of every single slot club in Nevada. He has spent the last few years researching casino slot clubs and player tracking systems. Friendly, articulate, and knowledgeable, Compton has been a frequent guest on radio and TV. Articles about Compton and his book have appeared in print media nationwide, including USA Today, Travel Weekly, and the Chicago Sun-Times. Compton lives in Las Vegas.

Max Rubin, author of Comp City—A Guide to Free Las Vegas Vacations, has worked in the casino industry for 25 years, as a dealer, pit boss, casino owner, gambler, and now as a comp profiteer. As a high-stakes blackjack player, Rubin has been comped to everything from unlimited room service to golf, from Lear jet rides to Super Bowl tickets. Rubin exposes the guarded world of the casino comp system in Comp City—A Guide to Free Las Vegas Vacations. Rubin has been featured on “48 HOURS” and is an entertaining guest for radio and TV interviews. Ask him about the good days when his dad was a casino cheat. Rubin lives in Las Vegas.

Jean Scott, author of The Frugal Gambler, is your average 59-year-old retired English teacher from the Midwest. In her secret life, though, she’s the most successful casino low roller in the country. Jean has been featured on “DATELINE NBC,” “EXTRA” and “HARD COPY.” Dubbed the “Queen of Comps” by CBS’ “48 Hours,” Scott has developed a technique for getting everything she wants from casinos from Las Vegas to Atlantic City. How does this unlikely David turn the tables on casino Goliaths? By using slot clubs, taking advantage of promotions and contests, gambling with coupons, and exploiting everything in the casino world that’s even remotely vulnerable. Scott lives in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Olaf Vancura, Ph.D., is the co-author of Knock-Out Blackjack—The Easiest Card-Counting System Ever Devised. Olaf received his Ph.D. in physics from Johns Hopkins University in 1992. Subsequently, he joined the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, and for several years taught the Casino Gambling curriculum at Tufts University. He presently serves as Director of Gaming Products at Mikohn Gaming. Vancura is also the author of Smart Casino Gambling, heralded by leaders in industry and academia.

Barney Vinson is the author of Casino Secrets. For the past decade Barney has been the gaming instructor at Caesars Palace. He’s taught the games to thousands of beginners and knows what they need to know. He is also widely recognized as Las Vegas’ foremost humorist. His classic Las Vegas Behind the Tables quickly achieved local bestseller status and established Vinson as an eminent observer of the Las Vegas scene. Casino Secrets calls on Barney’s 20 years of experience as dealer, boxman, and floorman around town to reveal the secrets of the casinos in a witty style and with irreverent yet affectionate eyes. Vinson lives in Las Vegas.

Deke Castleman is the author of Las Vegas (Compass American Guides), Nevada Handbook (Moon Publications), and has written about Las Vegas in travel guides published by Access, Fodor’s, Simon & Schuster, and Foghorn. In addition, Castleman’s articles on Las Vegas and Nevada have appeared in Nevada Magazine, Casino Magazine, Historic Traveler, American Way, Spirit, and other in-flight publications. Castleman lives in Reno, Nevada.

Ken Fuchs, co-author of Knock-Out Blackjack—The Easiest Card-Counting System Ever Devised, is a senior electrical engineer with a major U.S. communications company, specializing in the field of cryptography. He has extensive experience in coding blackjack simulators and in the development and analysis of scientific blackjack methods for individual and team play.

A.D. Hopkins, co-editor of The First 100, is a 30-year resident of Las Vegas and for 12 years edited Nevadan, the Sunday magazine formerly published by the Las Vegas Review-Journal. As special projects editor for the Las Vegas-Review Journal, Hopkins directed the newspaper’s original First 100 project, which was the forerunner of this book.

Dick Odessky, author of Fly on the Wall, was a newspaperman in Los Angeles before moving to Las Vegas to ply his trade in the early 1950s. Later, he worked as a publicist and marketing director at several hotel-casinos. He lives with his wife in Big Bear Lake, California.

Branch Whitney, author of Hikings Las Vegas and Hiking Southern Nevada, first visited the mountains (Rockies) at the age of seven and knew immediately that he wanted to climb them. Within two weeks of moving to Las Vegas in 1983, he bagged Mt. Charleston. He’s logged more than 3,000 miles hiking the trails, paths, and routes surrounding Las Vegas. These days, he stays busy maintaining his web site and finding new trails and routes around Southern Nevada. Whitney is also the author of Hiking Las Vegas—60 Hikes Within 60 Minutes of the Strip, now in its third printing.

Jon Ralston, author of The Anointed One, has covered politics in Nevada for 14 years. He writes columns for two major state newspapers, produces a daily political briefing and a biweekly newsletter and hosts a weekly television show. He lives in Las Vegas with his wife, Sarah, and daughter, Madeline.

Mike Weatherford, author of Cult Vegas, rolled into Las Vegas on October 29, 1987—the last night Frank, Sammy, and Dean would stand on the same stage on the Strip. Beat down by a long drive, he didn’t make it to that show, but he’s seen plenty of others since then as an entertainment reporter for the Las Vegas Review-Journal newspaper. A native of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Weatherford lives in Las Vegas with his wife and daughter.

Huntington Press authors and experts are available for interviews.

Call (800) 244-2224

BENEFITS

Benefits to You —

• Reliable, timely information about Las Vegas and gambling from Huntington Press, see “Anthony Curtis’ Las Vegas Advisor”.

• Highly acclaimed resources, including the award-winning Las Vegas Advisor newsletter, see “Our List”.

• Experienced articulate, knowledgeable, available experts on Las Vegas and gambling, see “Our Experts”.

• Fast, accurate fact checking, story ideas, features, fillers and freelancers—for your travel, business, lifestyle, sports, and news sections—only a phone call away.

Articles, interviews, and guest appearances include:

“48 Hours”


Discovery Channel

Dallas Morning News

“Dateline NBC”

Travel Channel

San Diego Union Tribune

“20/20”


Los Angeles Times

Victorville Freedom

CNN



London Times

Arthur Frommer Budget Travel

Travel News Network
New York Daily News
Discover Magazine

A&E Documentary

USA Today


Wall Street Journal

Learning Channel

Chicago Sun Times

Casino Player

E! Entertainment

Arizona Republic

Honolulu Advertiser

• “Las Vegas Top Ten Values” available at no charge every month. To receive the most current “Top Ten,” call or fax your request, and we’ll have it to you within 24 hours.

Anthony Curtis’ Las Vegas Advisor—your Las Vegas connection.

Call for more information on Huntington Press’

experts, resources, and benefits to YOU.

(800) 244-2224

(702) 252-6055

in Nevada
